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RETAILER OF THE MONTH! 
ENTERPRISE 1701, Orlando, F 


Our RETAILER OF THE MONTH this iseue is Frank Dowler, 
owner of ENTERPRISE 1701, thelargost comic storo in the Central 
Florida area. Enterprise 1701 has been in business in Central 
Florida for 17 years. By the store's name, you know that they 
carry ScienceFiction merchandise as well os comics and averiety 
of games, Tho stor is well stocked and well maintained (815,000 
square footofit). In general, itis a professionally managed comic 
retail store. Tostament to tho quality of their operation is the fact 
that they move upwards of aquarter of a milion dollars of books 
por yoar 

In order to көөр things moving smoothly, personnel are 
dovidedintotoame. Comics ват leador, Charles Tyus, вора the 
thirty (wo foot оГ six shelf high comic racks well stocked with а 
wide variety of books... including, of course, FEMFORCE and 
other AC titles. Games ore also popular at Enterprise 1701. They 
aro always on the look out for something new and different to give 
solos in thot агаа ი boost 

Frank and store manager Troy Pope made special arrange 
ments at Enterprise 1701 for а "game testing” event for the now 
roleplaying game called SUPERBABES, based on the FEMFORCE 
The event was hold July 12 and 13th and wes the final testing for 
ош game scheduled for release December "93. Both Frank and 
Troy worked very closely with David Sanford of Tri-City Games, 
Ine. (geme publisher) and the creators, Marc Schezzini and 
Cameron Verkaik to put together a great gaming event. As you 
сап «იი by the photos, Blue Bulletgor was there. АС Comics 
provided the store with a near lifesize stand-up of this character л 
for a store display along with hand painted blow-ups of future ENTERPRISE 
covers. Enterpriso 1701 made sure there was plenty of pre- cone TEAM. 


Owner FRANK DOWLER and 
store manager TROY POPE. 


publicity and loads of hand-outs and back issues we кетн 

Jest anyone who was unfamiliar with The Femforce would remain Tom KOD 

in that the state of ignorance! ИУ 
We salute Frank and Troy for a job wall done for AC Comics. == 
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Marc A. Foumberg 
17816 Lassen Street, 
Apt.110 

Northridge, CA 91325 


Dear Bill, 
Let me start by saying 
that FEMFORCE is my favo 
ite comic book series. It's 
everything a comic should 
be. The stories are excel- 
1еп The art work is happen- 
MI | could go оп and on, but 
1 don't want to bore you with 
the obvious. 

1 would like to know why 
Marvel keeps hitting the 
comic book market with 
those hologram, holografix, 
and foll covers. | mean they 
‘make a (ої cover on a comic 
and put а $2.95 or $3.95 
price on it, Next it hits the 
Stands and everyone grabs 
it. Maybe it's just me but | 
don't see the point in spend: 
ing that amount of 999 on a 
comic book with а 50-40 
story. And on top of it all its 
value rises because of its 
sales. In other words "hype" 
as some people сай it. And 
What about D.C.! That sh*t 
with Superman being 
dead...then they bring him 
back to Ме. 1 feel depressed 
when I think about all the 
people who spent $30, 340, 
$50 and as muchas 9100 оп 
the Superman death issue. 
Granted it was the comic 
book stores who set those 
prices, but the least D.C. 
could have done was to let 
Superman В.Р, Now those 
death issues are worthless. 
The comic book stores and 
D.C. are laughing all the way 
to the bank, When | heard 
Sunerman was coming back 
to life, 1 gave all my issues 


away...pastand present. Cur- 
rently I'm not buying D.C. 
comics. Soon Marvel too! 
To anyone else that feels the 
зате, | suggest you do the 
same. 

Т would like to thank AC 
Comics for not using such 
“dirty” sales tactics, and for 
giving the reader something 
worthwhile to spend their 
money on. 

Р.5. I'm dying to know 
how or where | can obtain 
some original FF artwork. 
There are no comic book 
stores where | live that have 
any АС art! | would be 
willing to pay anything! Could 
you help те? My favorite 
character is Ms. Victory. 


Dear Marc, 

Your letter has pushed us 
to make a statement on what 
is happening in the market- 
place and the role we play in 
these events. We have tried 
(0 stay away from the gim- 
ПАЗ and stick to good story 
and art. However, the mar- 
ket, both fans and retailers, 
зеет to feel cover enhance- 
‘ment, polybagging cards. or 
whatever, is a must. There 
are now fans who tell their 
retailers to order all “gim- 
тез” for them. They по 
doubt are interestedin specu- 
lation above allelse, and hope 
to hit the “gimmick™ that will 
be worth a fortune in the 
future. And retailers are con- 
tantly оп the look out for 
something they can immedi- 
ately mark up to make an 
instant big profit: Everybody 
agrees that we want andneed 
far the comic book market to 
grow and to include new 
readers...an expanded mar- 
ket base. However, many 
believe the growth we are 
experiencing right now is due 
primarily to the same people 
‘buying multiples of “hot” 
books, hording'them in the 
‘hopes of selling for a profit 
later. As you pointed out 


with the Death of Superman, 
these books will be worth 
nothing in the future because 
millions were printed and 
‘everyone has one (or more) 
copies. Who will there be to 
sell them too? Most sensible 
retailers and publishers agree 
that we must find some way. 
to attract readers who are 
по! now a part of the market 
and not depend on gimmicks 
as a way to sell more books. 
For now, however, it IS put- 
ting money into the retailers’ 
store and most of them really 
need it. (There is concern 
however, that they may come 
to depend оп that “gimmick” 
‘money and be in big trouble 
when this fad dies out.) 
Now, where does AC 
Comics fit into the picture? 
Believe it or not we hate the 
promos and gimmicks as 
much as you do, but we must 
resort to it to remain 
‘competetitivein today's таг 
ketplace. We tried offering 
free cards to retailers who 
ordered a minimum number 
of FF. This did increase our 
sales and put a few сє 
the shelves for new readers 
to discover. That was the 
‘idea behind this retailer pro- 
‘motion, Retailers do not or- 
der extra copies of FF or 
other Independant comics for 
fear they will not sell and 
they will be stuck with the 
‚book. The books are ordered 
for specific customers, 
bagged and never seen by 
any other customers. Obvi- 
‘ously, we can't grow like 
that! So, we have to come 
ир with promotions that will 
allow the retailer to make 
‘money so he will take the 
chance of ordering extra 
Copies:..knowingif they don't 
sell he can make up the dif- 
ference by selling the free 
‘promo card or other premium 
he received. Soit worked but 
also it backfired on us in that 
‘many, of our most loyal fans 
could not get the card (as 
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CHEESECAKE & CLOISONNE! 
PLANET STUDIOS has teomed up with 
Ас Comics о bring you зоте ofthe врат 
Fine aver produced; There gorgeous hard 
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Samo Май. quality хий! you've como to 
pect fom PLANET STUDIOS! Fist des 
sign tobe released (September, 93) XII be 
АС ме VICTORY ( hoe brand ითი, yet 
10 სი released costumel and АС-2- БҮЛИ. 
Бот based ав эт by tho great Brad бойу: 


SUPERBABES! 


The FF Role Playing Game!! 

та сте COMICS hes procuced an eco! 
tect FEMFORGE ROLE PLAYING GAME (hat 
төшү secta ine personaly af eur Fabulous 
Femmes and АС Comics 8 ТОМ! Soon 
Голо элй gamers VIII ხი ae ло erate your 
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MS.V'S New Costume in FF UP-CLOSE No6 


AC Comics, Box 1216,Longwood, Fl 32752 
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GIRLS OF FEMFORCE 
PORTFOLIO 
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WHERE THE GIRLS ARE! 


ALL BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE! 


